
OFFICIAL

HOPE IN THE LORD

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The lockdown 5.0 has brought in a
great relief. While the containment zones
have restrictions, the others could go gradu-
ally towards normalcy. Everyone felt they
had undergone a special situation: some felt
its intensity only a little, while some have
paid the bitter price for it, even losing their
own lives. Those who come spontaneously
to my mind are the migrant labourers who
walked hundreds of kilometers just hoping
to arrive at their homes. The lucky ones had
arrived but those unlucky ones never did.
Somehow, there is a cry in our hearts, why
is there so much of injustice in the world
and why our systems not able to help even
those who were lost? Does it mean in a
country like India some are just destined to
be lost and they do not matter much? Why
is there still so much of poverty in our coun-
try? These experiences alone cannot teach
us, unless we remember them and let them
sink into our hearts and minds and inter-
pret them for a deeper meaning. The tears
of little children, the broken feet of the work-
ers, the entire families walking under the
sun towards a far off destination, laying dead
with no one to mourn, crying for food, dis-
placed families, crying for justice are some
of the heart rendering scenes we have seen
in these past nine weeks.

Since our people are religious
minded, the Government has permitted us
to open the places of worship from June 8.
To this effect I have prepared a long docu-
ment with guidelines, also translated into
Telugu and have circulated among Priests
and Religious and the Laity. Please follow
the guidelines and make our churches safe
zones for worship. We all have a greater
responsibility since we have large congre-
gations and many of them are not used to
the demands the situation is placing upon
them like maintaining the physical distance,
washing of one’s hands, sanitizing hands,
discouraging entry to those who have symp-
toms and asking the elderly who are above
65 years of age and children below 10 years
not to come to common worship etc. We all
must have patience and educate them. Pro-
vide them within our possibilities masks,
sanitizers and insist upon keeping the dis-
tance.

During this period of lockdown, our
people were deprived of the sacraments,
especially of the Eucharist. So it is time to
celebrate Mass both at the centre as well
as in the substations in our parishes. Our
people were also psychologically affected
with kinds of doubts whether they are safe
in the months to come or what will their fu-
ture be? The elderly, the pregnant women,
those unemployed, will have their struggles.
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We need to address these issues as well
and give them courage, as did the proph-
ets of old.

The schools are due to reopen in
July, but with restricted  numbers in two
shifts (as per the proposals). Many parents
will ask for concessions: we must
understand them. But if we keep on granting
concessions, how will the management pay
the salaries of the teachers? Already in our
schools the salaries are low. If we do not
pay them, the teachers will not be able to
survive and work. So there is a double
challenge for all of us. Let’s see how things
will go but everyone has to have some
understanding and not to burden the poor
parents as well as not to over burden the
Institutions for free admissions and a free
ride all through.

I believe the Lord will show us the
way in darkness (Is 45,3; Ps 139, 12; Eph
5, 8)) and will lead us in right direction. Let
us entrust ourselves to Him. In a week or
two the transfers will be served and the in-
dications will be given accordingly.

I wish everyone of you the stirring
of the Spirit to start again with new energy
and with firm hope in the future. Let us en-
trust ourselves to the Blessed Virgin who
will intercede for us and share her faith with
us and lead us to Jesus.

     Yours sincerely,

+ Thelagathoti J. Raja Rao, S.M.M.

Bishop of Vijayawada

INTENTION OF THE HOLY FATHER

JUNE, 2020

POPE’S QUOTES
For those who are suffering, as the

Covid-19 pandemic continues to inflict
all sorts of difficulties around the world.

The Holy Spirit Comes to show us
the way to the Father, the way that
Jesus opened, the way that Jesus

showed.
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IN VINCULO CHRISTI JUNE 20202



By Vatican News

Pope Francis’ first encyclical is focused
on the idea of ‘integral ecology’, con-
necting care of the natural world with jus-
tice for the poorest and most vulnerable
people. Only by radically reshaping our
relationships with God, with our
neighbours and with the natural
world, he says, can we hope to tackle
the threats facing our planet today.  Sci-
ence, he insists, is the best tool by which
we can listen to the cry of the earth,
while dialogue and education are the
two keys that can “help us to escape

the spiral of
self-destruc-
tion which
currently en-
gulfs us”. At
the heart of
the Pope’s
reflections is
the question:
“What kind of
world do we
want to leave
to those who
come after
us, to chil-

dren who are now growing up?”. The an-
swers he suggests call for profound
changes to political, economic, cultural
and social systems, as well as to our
individual lifestyles.

Chapter ! sets out six of the most seri-
ous challenges facing “our common
home”:

1. Pollution, waste and our throwaway
mentality: “the earth, our home, is
beginning to look more and more like
an immense pile of filth”

2. Climate change: “one of the principle

LAUDATO SI’ : 5 YEARS SINCE POPE FRANCIS’
ENCYCLICAL ON INTEGRAL ECOLOGY

challenges facing humanity in our
day” but “many of those who possess
more resources and economic or
political power seem mostly to be
concerned with masking the prob-
lems or concealing their symptoms”.

3. Water: “access to safe drinkable
water is a basic and universal human
right” yet entire populations, and es-
pecially children get sick and die be-
cause of contaminated water. 

4. Biodiversity: “Each year sees the dis-
appearance of thousands of plant
and animal species” and the conse-
quences cannot be predicted as “all
of us, as living creatures, are depen-
dent on one another”. Often
transnational economic interests ob-
struct this protection.

5. Breakdown of society: Current mod-
els of development adversely affect
the quality of life of most of human-
ity and “many cities are huge, ineffi-
cient structures, excessively waste-
ful of energy and water.

6. Global inequality: Environmental
problems affect the most vulnerable
people, the greater part of the world’s
population and the solution is not
reducing the birth rate but counter-
acting “an extreme and selective
consumerism”.

Chapter II examines the Old and New
Testaments to show how human life is
grounded in our relationships with God,
with our neighbours and with the cre-
ated world. We must acknowledge our
sins when we break these relationships
and realize our “tremendous responsi-
bility” towards all of God’s creation.

Chapter III explores six of the deep root

FROM VATICAN
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causes of these growing crises:

1.  Technology: While it can bring
progress towards sustainable devel-
opment, without “a sound ethics”, it
gives “those with the knowledge,
and especially the economic re-
sources… an impressive dominance
over the whole of humanity”

2. The technocratic mentality: “the
economy accepts every advance in
technology with a view to
profit……yet by itself the market
cannot guarantee integral human
development and social inclusion”

3. Anthropocentrism: we fail to under-
stand our place in the world and our
relationship with nature. Interper-
sonal relations and protection of
human life must be set above tech-
nical reasoning so environmental
concern “is also incompatible with
the justification of abortion”.

4. Practical relativism: environmental
degradation and social decay is the
result of seeing “everything as irrel-
evant unless it serves one’s own
immediate interests.

5.  Employment: Integral ecology
needs to take account of the value
of labour so everyone must be able
to have work and it’s “bad business
for society” to stop investing in
people to achieve short-term finan-
cial gains.

6. Biological technologies: GMOs are a
“complex environmental issue” which
have helped to resolve problems but
bring difficulties such as concentrat-
ing land “in the hands of a few own-
ers”, threatening small producers,
biodiversity and ecosystems.

So where do the solutions lie? Here are
some of the best:

Chapter 4 explores this new paradigm
of justice which means “the analysis of
environmental problems cannot be
separated from the analysis of human,
family, work-related and urban contexts”,
while solutions must be based on “a
preferential option for the poorest of our
brothers and sisters”.

In Dialogue: Chapter 5, entitled ‘Lines
of Approach and Action’ stresses the
need for “honest and open debate, so
that particular interests or ideologies will
not prejudice the common good”. The
Church does not presume to settle sci-
entific questions or to replace politics,
but it can promote dialogue on global
and local governance, transparent de-
cision-making, sustainable use of natu-
ral resources, as well as engaging in re-
spectful dialogue with other people of
faith and with the scientific world.

- In Education: Chapter 6 urges schools,
families, the media and the churches to
help reshape habits and behavior. Over-
coming individualism, while changing
our lifestyles and consumer choices, can
bring much “pressure to bear on those
who wield political, economic and so-
cial power” causing significant changes
in society.

- In Ecological Conversion: Chapter 6
also highlights St Francis of Assisi as
the model of “a more passionate con-
cern for the protection of our world”,
characterized by gratitude and gener-
osity, creativity and enthusiasm.

- In Spirituality: Finally Chapter 6 and
the two concluding prayers show how
faith in God can shape and inspire our
care for the environment. The Sacra-
ments, the Trinity, the model of the Holy
Family and our hope for eternal life can
teach, motivate and strengthen us to
protect the natural world that God has
given us.

FROM VATICAN
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VOCATION CAMP
Due to the uncertainty of the prevailing
situation, we are not able to announce
the dates of the the Vocation Camp at
St. Ambrose Minor Seminary. I request
the parish priests to kindly let me know,
if there are any vocations in your par-
ish, either through sms or phone. The
dates of vocation camp will be an-
nounced to you later when the present
situation gets better. Thank you for your
kind cooperation in this regard. For fur-
ther details please contact Fr. B. Vijaya
Kumar, Rector, St. Ambrose Minor
Seminary, Nuzvid, Mobile number:
9989779188

PRIESTLY ORDINATIONS: Our dea-
cons will be ordained priests, deo
volente, on 29th June, 2020 at 10:00 am
in the Bishop’s Chapel at Bishop’s
House, Vijayawada. I invite you all to be
present in the spirit of prayer as being
present physically is not possible due
to the present situation. Let us pray for
them as they prepare themselves for this
holy event.

REVOCATION OF THE DECREE OF
SUSPENSION: The diocese is happy
to remit the Censure of Suspension
placed on Rev. Fr. Bunga Suresh from
7th June, 2020. Let us wish him a fruitful
ministry as he starts his active ministry
pertaining to his state as Presbyter of
the Diocese of Vijayawada.

COMMUNICATIONS
ALL SAINTS ENGLISH MEDIUM
SCHOOL HANDED TO THE PRE-
CIOUS BLOOD MISSIONARIES
The Precious Blood Missionaries have
come forward to take up the responsi-
bility of running All Saints English Me-
dium School at Chillakallu. Earlier, the
diocese looked after its administration.
From the forthcoming academic year
2020-2021, the fathers of the Precious
Blood congregation will assume this
ministry.

NEW PROVINCIAL TEAM OF
MARYMATHA CAPUCHIN
PROVINCIALATE, ENIKEPADU.

Fr. Karunakar Kasu (Provincial
Minister)
Fr. Basanth Kumar Digal (Vicar Pro-
vincial)
Fr. Sudhakar Lawrence Nannam (II
Councilor)
Fr. John Golla (III Councilor)
Fr. Francis Pasala (IV Councilor)

We extend our hearty congratulations
to the Provincial Superior and his
Council and wish them a fruitful and
successful tenure.

COMMUNICATIONS
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Sr. Gracy Antony -  Provincial Superior

COMMUNICATIONS

We extend our hearty congratulations to the Provincial Superior and
her Council and wish them a fruitful and successful tenure.

Sr. Blanche D’Mello (Provincial Superior) and councilors:

Sr. Carmel Yetukuri
Sr. Leena Menezes
Sr. Nirmala Kumari Giduthuri
Sr. Roble Mathew Koonananickal
We extend our hearty congratulations to the Provincial Superior and her Council
and wish them a fruitful and successful tenure.

Sr. Spandana Polishetti
Sr. Jamuna Takri
Sr. Sofia Jose

Sr. Stella Kunnekadan
Sr. Sheela Nicholas
Sr. Jane Antony

NEW PROVINCIAL DIRECTION - MISSIONARY SISTERS OF THE
IMMACULATE, PROVINCE OF VIJAYAWADA (NIRMALA SISTERS)

NEW PROVINCIAL TEAM OF THE SISTERS OF ST. ANN’S BANGALORE
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Vatican City, May 30, 2020 / 03:15 pm MT
(CNA).- Our suffering during the coronavirus
crisis will have been in vain if we fail to build
“a more just, more equitable, more Christian
society,” Pope Francis said May 30. In a video
message released Saturday, on the eve of
Pentecost, the pope urged Catholics to seize
the opportunity for change presented by the
pandemic.   He said: “When we come out of
this pandemic, we will no longer be able to do
what we have been doing, and how we have
been doing it. No, everything will be different.”

“All the suffering will have been use-
less if we do not build together a more just,
more equitable, more Christian society, not in
name, but in reality, a reality that leads us to
a Christian behavior. If we do not work to end
the pandemic of poverty in the world, with the
pandemic of poverty in the country of each
one of us, in the city where each of us lives,
this time will have been in vain.” The pope
made the comments in a message to mem-
bers of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal In-
ternational Service (CHARIS). The body was
established in December 2018 by the
Dicastery for Laity, Family, and Life to bring
together the different branches of the Charis-
matic Renewal worldwide. Its statutes came
into force on the Solemnity of Pentecost 2019.

The pope told CHARIS members, who were
taking part in an online Pentecost vigil, that
“Today more than ever we need the Father to
send us the Holy Spirit.” The world is suffer-
ing, he said, and it needs the witness of Catho-
lics to the Gospel of Jesus, which can only be
given through the power of the Holy Spirit.

“We need the Spirit to give us new eyes, open
our minds and hearts to face this moment and
the future with the lesson we have learned:
we are onehumanity. We are not saved alone,”
the pope explained, speaking in his native
Spanish. He said that the pandemic had un-
derlined that, despite their differences, Chris-
tians are one, united by the power of the Holy
Spirit.  “We have before us the duty to build a
new reality,” he said. “The Lord will do it; we
can collaborate.”

He continued: “From the great trials
of humanity, and among them the pandemic,
one comes out either better or worse. It is not
the same. I ask you: How do you want to come
out? Better or worse? And that's why today
we open ourselves up to the Holy Spirit so
that He may change our hearts and help us
to come out better. If we do not live to be
judged according to what Jesus tells us: ‘For
I was hungry and you gave me food, I was in
prison and you visited me, a stranger and you
welcomed me’ (cf. Matthew 25:35-36), we will
not come out better.” He also encouraged
them to reflect on “the prophetic words” of St.
John XXIII announcing the Second Vatican
Council, in which he spoke of a “new Pente-
cost.” Pope Francis concluded: “To all of you,
I wish on this vigil the consolation of the Holy
Spirit. And the strength of the Holy Spirit to
come out of this moment of pain, sadness and
trial that is the pandemic; to come out better.
May the Lord bless you and may the Virgin
Mother take care of you.”

NEWS
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The Message of Pope Francis to the Pon-

tifical Mission Societies is a strong text, with

concrete indications, that points out the only

real source of the Church’s missionary action.

He warns against certain pathologies, which

he calls by name, which risk distorting the very

nature of mission. Mission, explains Pope

Francis, is not the fruit of the application of

“secular notions of activism or technical-pro-

fessional competence,” but is born from the

“overflowing joy” that “the Lord gives us,”

which is the fruit of the Holy Spirit. This joy,

which no one can give on their own initiative,

is a grace. Being missionary means reverber-

ating the great and unmerited gift that has

been received; that is, reflecting the light of

Another, as the moon reflects the light of the

sun. “In every human context,” the Pope

writes, “witnesses are those who vouch for

what someone else has done. In this sense,

and only in this sense, can we be witnesses

of Christ and His Spirit.”

It is that mysterium lunae, the mystery of

the moon, so dear to the Fathers of the Church

of the first century, which makes clear that the

Church lives moment by moment by the grace

of Christ. Like the moon, the Church does not

shine with her own light; and when she looks

too much to herself or trusts in her own abili-

ties, she ends up being self-referential and

no longer gives light to anyone. The origin of

this message is contained in the Apostolic

Exhortation Evangelii gaudium, the text that

has charted the path of the present pontifi-

cate. Pope Francis recalls that the proclama-

tion of the Gospel and the profession of the

Christian faith are something entirely differ-

ent from any kind of political, cultural, psycho-

logical, or religious proselytism. The Church

grows in the world through attraction, and “If

one follows Jesus, happy to be attracted by

him, others will take notice.  They may even

be astonished.”

The message to the POM makes clear the

Pope’s intention to curb the tendency to con-

sider mission as something elitist, to be di-

rected and managed from behind a desk, by

means of strategies that achieve acertain

“awareness” through discussions, appeals,

activism, training programs. It is clear, too,

from the papal test published today that the

Bishop considers this a present risk; and so

his words have relevance far beyond the Pon-

tifical Mission Societies to whom they are

addressed. To avoid self-absorption, control

anxiety, and the delegation of missionary ac-

tivity to “a superior class of specialists” who

see ordinary baptised people as an inert mass

to be reanimated and mobilised, Pope Francis

recalls some of the distinctive traits of Chris-

tian mission: gratitude and gratuitousness;

humility; closeness to people’s lives, meeting

them where and as they are; and a prefer-

ence for the little ones and for the poor.

NEWS
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BLESSING AND INAUGURATION OF
NEW CHAPEL AT JOSEPH NAGAR,
TELAPROLU ON 9 MARCH, 2020:

For the faithful of Joseph Nagar,
Teleprolu, Thursday, March 19th, 2020
was a memorable day. They all gathered
together with one voice to praise and
worship the Lord for the wonderful new
chapel. On this day, His Excellency Most
Rev. Thelagathoti Raja Rao, SMM,
Bishop of Vijayawada, blessed and
inaugurated the newly built chapel. In
his homily, His Lordship invited the
faithful present to thank and praise God
for the beautiful Church and exhorted
them to treat their bodies as the temples
of the Lord and strive to keep them holy. 

The construction of the chapel was

made possible through the generous
financial contribution from diocese of
Münster, Germany and the diocese of
Vijayawada together. The faithful of the
Village have generously contributed
their mite towards the construction. The
foundation stone was laid on Thursday,
27th December, 2018 by His Excellency
Most Rev. Thelagathoti Raja Rao, SMM.

NEWS FROM PARISHES
At this juncture, I cannot forget to
acknowledge the regular visits and
valuable suggestions made by the
diocesan construction committee.

I thank the Almighty God and St. Joseph,
the patron saint of the village, with folded
hands for blessing the faithful with the
new chapel. I express my gratitude to
His Excellency for blessing, inaugurating
the new Church, for celebrating the Holy
Eucharist and praying for the faithful. I
am thankful to all the priests and
religious who were present on this
auspicious occasion. My thanks to all
those who made the day fruitful.

- Fr. B. Vijaya Raju, Parish Priest,
Telaprolu 

VENNANAPUDI FEAST 2020

The feast of our Lady of Lourdes in
Vennanapudi was celebrated on 9th 10th

and 11th of March 2020. More than one
lakh people attended the feast in three
days. The mass on the first day of the
feast was celebrated by the newly
ordained priests from Vennanapudi
parish Rev. Frs. Isukaleti Anil Kumar and

NEWS
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Battu Kiran. Second day’s mass was
officiated by the priests who were
ordained in 2010 celebrated in memory

of their decennial jubilee of ordination
anniversary. On the third day, His
Lordship Most Rev. Thelagathoti Joseph
Raja Rao SMM, bishop of Vijayawada,
celebrated mass for the faithful who

turned in multitudes to partake in the
Holy Eucharist. Thanks to the
contributions of the people, we could
feed more than 15,000 people on first
two days. The former parish priest and
senior priest Rev. Fr. John Mathew was
also present on the last day and fondly
remembered all his memories with the
place and the people. Many priests and
religious from the diocese participated
in the Feast. The mass was telecaste
live in Catholic Hub and Divyavani
Catholic Channel. I thank all the priests
and religious for taking part in the Feast
and making it a meaningful one.

- Fr. Prasanth Kuchipudi, Parish
Priest, Vennanapudi

GENERAL BODY MEETING - SCC

On 29th February, The Director of Social
Service Centre has called for a General
body meeting chaired by His Lordship
Most Rev. Thelagathoti Joseph Raja
Rao, SMM. The members of General
Body who attended the meeting were
Msgr.Muvvala Prasad, Msgr. Mespam
Gabriel, Fr. M. Chinnappa , Fr. G.
Michael, Fr. E.W. Jayaraju, Fr. V. Joji
Babu, Fr. D.Vijaya Kumar, Fr. B.John
Peter, Fr. B.Yohan, Fr. Muvvala Solomon
and Sr. Usha.  This was a routine
meeting conducted as per the norms of
the society. At the end of the General
Body meeting the campaign ‘SNEHA
HASTHAM ‘ - “CANCER CARE”  was
launched  to Sensitize, Contribute and

NEWS FROM CENTRES/COMMISSIONS
Act to Ease the Lives of Cancer Patients
and their Families.

Sneha Hastham: ‘Cancer care’ is
supported by Caritas (as mentioned by
the Bishop in ‘In Vinculo Christi, March
2020, page1, Let’s Walk Along With
the People). It is a campaign conducted
in Telugu states Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana by the Diocesan Social
Service Centre. The aim is to involve all
the Diocesan parishes, institutes and
families in extending care and support
to cancer patients and their families
financially and materially. This
meaningful program was launched at
Social Service Centre on 29 February
2020 by His Lordship Most Rev.
Thelagathoti Joseph Raja Rao, S.M.M,

NEWS
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Bishop of Vijayawada and Chairman.
The Children of St. Joseph English
Medium School, religious sisters from
Gunadala and the General Body
members were present for the event.

Bishop in his inaugural address said that
Cancer is a very dangerous disease and
the number of cancer cases reported in
the recent times is on the increase.  It is
our duty to care for the society by
supporting the Cancer patients with
financial help to get better treatment. He
also added that we must create
awareness in the younger generations
to care for their health by practicing
healthy hygiene and food habits. He also
called for a change of attitude of the
families of patients towards already
victimized patients.

HEALTH HYGIENE PROGRAMME
SPONSORED BY V-GUARD ON
MARCH 6, 2020

“If you want the nation to succeed, then
she must be given education. Girl’s
basic need is education, it must not be
provided with discrimination.”

V-Guard Foundation under its CSR
initiative has funded Rs. 5,00,000/- for
the betterment of Education of rural poor
girl children through improvement of
personal hygiene at schools. As part of
this program SSC had selected 15 rural
village schools in Koduru and
Nagayalanka mandals. In each of the
schools, awareness classes on personal
hygiene and menstrual hygiene were
conducted by health practitioners
appointed by SSC. 1115 girls were
covered under this program. All the girls
were given two packets of sanitary
napkins (pads) For each school one iron

dustbin with cover was donated to
dispose the soiled napkins. V-Guard
foundation has also donated for the
disabled children walking sticks for the
blind, 10 wheel chairs, 7 tri-cycles, 10
hearing aid machines and 10 walkers.

These aids and appliances for the
disabled were donated in order to help
the disabled to be self-reliant.

The distribution program was
organized in Fr. Jan Community Hall at
Koduru Parish. The general manager of
V-Guard Mr. Rajesh P.K was present at
the distribution program. The V-Guard
team expressed their happiness over
the quality work that SSC is doing for
the development of the vulnerable
communities.  Fr. Christu Raju, the
parish priest of Koduru, Mr. TVM
Ramdas, the MEO of Koduru and
Nagayalanka mandals were present for
the program along with Fr. Thomas
Pasala, the Director of SSC and Staff.
50 disabled persons and 170 girls
representing 15 schools attended the
function. The program concluded with
lunch for all the participants.

- Fr. Pasala Thomas, Director,
Social Service Centre,

Gunadala

NEWS
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
CELEBRATIONS AT SOCIAL
SERVICE  CENTRE ON MARCH 7,
2020:

International women’s day was
celebrated at Social Service Centre,
Vijayawada on 7th March 2020.  A total
of 200 women from 66 villages in which
women-empowerment programs of
SSC are extended have attended the
meeting. Public prosecutor Mrs.
Vijayalakshmi was the chief guest of the
program. The theme for the International
women’s day 2020 is “Gender Equality:
Realizing Women’s Rights for a bright
future”. The self-explanatory theme
depicts the unequal treatment meted out
to women in all the fields of life.
However, the numerous initiatives taken
by the government and the programmes
implemented by various NGOs give a
ray of hope towards gender-equality.
Further the importance of the celebration
of Women’s Day 2020 at SSC is to
acknowledge the achievements of
women for the past years.

Women for centuries were silenced,
stigmatized and suppressed in many
ways. The present world is witnessing
a number of courageous women voicing
out their opinions and fighting for their
rights. Education of the girl child is the
most powerful weapon to bring about a
change in the lives of individual women
and also in the society.

Keeping the theme in mind different
resource persons addressed women
and encouraged them to take part in the
developmental goals. Mr. Ramesh from
Child Line elaborately spoke to women

about the care of girl children and invited
them to do their best to educate the
children and avoid child marriages. Few
women expressed their concerns
regarding a few issues. One common
concern was the ill-effects that the
mobile phone is having on young boys
and girls who are studying.  Fr. Thomas
Pasala, the Director, in his address

wished all women a very happy
International Women’s Day 2020. He
encouraged all the women to take care
of their health and personal hygiene and
take healthy and nutritious food for the
good of their family. He also spoke to
them about the ‘Sneha Hastham’
program which is envisaged to promote
care of the Cancer patients and their
families. The Chief Guest, the Director
and few women representatives were
honoured with shawls and garlands.
Program ended with cake cutting and
wishing Fr. Thomas Pasala as he
celebrated his birthday. All the 200
participants were given lunch.

- Fr. Pasala Thomas, Director,
Social Service Centre,

Gunadala

NEWS
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CONTRIBUTIONS TO DIOCESE IN MARCH, 2020

SECOND SUNDAY COLLECTIONS

S.No.   PARISH                  CONTRIBUTION
1. St. Paul’s Cathedral
2. St. Peter’s Co-Cathedral 19,270
3. Agiripalli 679
4. Ajithsinghnagar (Jan.-2735) 2,910
5. Arugolanu 737
6. Assisi Nagar (Konkepudi) 1,270
7. Avanigadda 1,890
8. Avutapalli 7,458
9. Azzampudi
10.Bantumilli (Jan. – 624) 574
11.Bhaskaraopeta 370
12.Bhyravapatnam 910
13.Bodavada-Jammavaram
14.Bommuluru 1,534
15.Carmelnagar 1,136
16.Challapalli 2,306
17.Chandarlapadu 690
18.Chanubanda
19.Chatrai 755
20.Chillakallu (Feb 455) 563
21.Christurajapuram 2,510
22.Edara 2,019
23.Edulagudem 1,040
24.Enikepadu 1,020
25.Gampalagudem 595
26.Gannavaram 1,775
27.Gollapudi
28.Goodmanpeta
29.Gudivada 3,200
30.Gudlavalleru 3,865
31.Gunadala 46,525
32.Guntupalli 1,400
33.Jagannadhapuram 471
34.Jaggayyapeta -----
35.Jakkampudi (Jeevan Nagar) -----
36.Joji Nagar 4,086
37.Jyothinagar 2,220

S.No.   PARISH CONTRIBUTION

38.Kaikaluru 2,500
39.Kalidindi 1,640
40.Kambhampadu 316
41.Kanchikacherla (Feb 2,859)  3,690
42.Kankipadu 3,011
43.Kanuru 4,001
44.Keesara
45.Kesarapalli 5,100
46.Koduru 899
47.Kondapalli 2,755
48.Kondapavuluru
49.Korukollu 410
50.Kotapadu 339
51.Kothapalli 135
52.Kuchipudi -----
53.Labbipeta 4,133
54.Lourdunagar 1,171
55.Machilipatnam
56.Mallavalli 732
57.Manginapudi 1,083
58.Mariapuram (Lakshmipuram)
59.Mucchintala
60.Mudinepalli 1,230
61.Mulapadu 1,010
62.Munagalapalli 591
63.Musunuru 630
64.Mylavaram 2,044
65.Nagayalanka 866
66.Nandigama 3,170
67.Nawabupeta 701
68.Nehrupeta
69.Nunna(Feb 1020)
70.Nuzvid-Town 2,525
71.Pamarru 622
72.Pedda-Mustabad 1,100
73.Pedana (Feb 620)  912
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S.No.   PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS.No.   PARISH CONTRIBUTION

MASSES

03.03.2020 Challapalli @ 100 63 6,300
09.03.2020 Kaikaluru @ 100 25 2,500
09.03.2020 Gannavaram @ 100 50 5,000
09.03.2020 Gudivada @ 100 19 1,900
09.03.2020 Kalidindi @ 100 46 4,600
10.03.2020 Uppaluru @ 100 25 2,500
18.03.2020 Visannapeta @ 100 7 700
18.03.2020 Kotapadu @ 100 3 300
03.06.2020 Edara @ 100 187 18,700
27.03.2019 Gundalamatha Shrine @ 100 662 66,200

Total 1,08,700

FAMILY CARDS

27.03.2019 Gunadalamatha Shrine 4,800
Total 4,800

74.Penamaluru  2404
75.Penugolanu 230
76.Pezzonipeta
77.Polukonda 976
78.Pydurupadu 380
79.Rajareswaripeta 1,400
80.Ramanakkapeta
81.Ranigarithota
82.Sahayanagar (Ibrahimpatnam) 1,127
83.Saradhanagar 1119
84.Satyanarayanapuram 2,925
85.Siluvagattu
86.Siluvagirinagar 418
87.Telaprolu
88.Thukkuluru 952

89.Tiruvuru
90.Uppaluru 1,881
91.Vanukuru 1,421
92.Vatsavai
93.Velagalagudem (Feb 412) 419
94.Vellaturu 1,321
95.Velpur 920
96.Vennanapudi
97.Ventrapragada 395
98.Vissannapeta 958
99.Vuyyuru 2,596
100.Yesupuram 360

TOTAL 1,86,161
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CONTRIBUTIONS FROM RELIGIOUS IN THE DIOCESE

Gloria Dei Region, Pallottines (SAC), Nidamanuru 1,00,000.00
FCC Provincialate, Nidamanuru 50,000.00
St. Ann’s of Providence Provincialate (SA), Gollapudi 25,000.00
Assisi Healthcare Society (ASMI), Konkepudi 10,000.00
Assisi Healthcare Society(ASMI), Lakshmipuram, Tiruvuru 15,000.00
Sacred Heart School (MSMHC), Ventrapragada 5,000.00
Arogyamatha Convent (SD), Kankipadu 10,000.00
St. Ann’s of Bangalore Provincialate (SAB), Guntupalli 1,00,000.00
Holy Spirit Convent (SSpS), Kuchipudi 5,000.00
St. Ann’s Luzern Province (SAL), Prasanth Bhavan, Carmelnagar 2,00,000.00
Maris Stella Convent (FMM), Vijayawada 10,000.00
St. Theresa Eng Med High School (CTC), Kanuru 10,000.00
Santi Sadan Society 5,000.00
NSM School (Montfort Brothers), Vijayawada 75,000.00
St. John’s School (Montfort Brothers), Gannavaram 75,000.00
Peter Claver Sisters (SSPC), Gannavaram 10,000.00
Conference of Religious in India (CRI), Vijayawada Unit 1,22,000.00
Pezzonipeta Parish, Vijayawada 50,000.00

CONTRIBUTIONS FROM PRIESTS OF THE DIOCESE WORKING ABROAD

Fr. Akurathi Lourdu Bernard Kumar (Germany) 1,00,000.00
Fr. Kakumanu Arogyaraj Kumar (Germany) 1,00,000.00
Fr. Darsi Don Bosco (Belgium) 28,710.50
Fr. Bandi Anil (Germany) 40,527.00
Fr. Mula Joseph Thambi (Austria) 1,00,000.00
Kath. PfarreiLiebfrauen-Überwasser (Germany)
         (Parish of Fr. Mandala Velankanniraja)  1,60,583.00
Fr. Godavarthi Maria Raju (Australia) 1,00,000.00
Fr. Jyothi Reuben Ramesh (Austria) 50,000.00
Fr. Chandamala Joseph Thambi (Canada) 26,781.00
Fr. Remalli Suresh Kumar (Austria) 30,000.00
Fr. Nelaturi Francis (Austria) 42,169.00
Fr. YerramallaThamby Nirmal Kumar (Austria) 55,000.00
Fr. Kosanam Jeevan Babu (Austria) 40,107.00
Fr. Thelagathoti Paul (Germany) 6,33,482.00
Fr. Gorantla Datham (Germany) 40,567.00
Fr. Arava Bruno Jesu Stephen (Austria) 53,373.00
Fr. Polimetla Mario (Austria) 83,080.00
From the Parish of Fr. Polimetla Mario (Austria) 83,080.00
Fr. Varakala Gasper Raju (Austria) 1,00,116.00
Donor wishing to remain incognito 99,500.00
Donor wishing to remain incognito 41,056.00
Donor wishing to remain incognito 82,810.00

CONTRIBUTIONS TO DIOCESE FOR COVID-19 RELIEF
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OBITUARY

Sr. Nicoletta Arlagadda (SAP)
(1943-2020)

“More than the watchman waiting
for the dawn to come, I await the

Lord.” (Ps 129 (130): 6 )

Dearest Sr. M. Nicoletta did wait, with
intense longing from her bed of pain and
suffering for the coming of the Lord
Jesus her beloved spouse. Though her
waiting was long, come he did, to take
her home to himself on Wednesday 3rd

June at 7.53 am. It was no coincidence,
that she who was an ardent devotee of
St. Joseph had the joy of being visited
by him on a day specially dedicated to
him.

Sr. M. Nicoletta (Teresamma Arlagadda)
a native of Kethapally in Nalgonda Dis-
trict of Telangana was born on 27th

March, 1943 to Mr. Thomas Arlagadda
and Mrs. Showramma a pious and God-

fearing couple. Of the four siblings, two
girls and two boys, she was the eldest.

Sr. Nicoletta joined the Congregation of
the Sisters of St. Ann at Secunderabad
on 21st June 1963 at the age of twenty.
After her clothing in 1964, she made her
First Profession of Vows on 3rd January
1966 and Perpetual Profession on 2nd

January 1973. She had the joy of cel-
ebrating her Silver Jubilee in 1991, Ruby
Jubilee in 2006 and Golden Jubilee in
2016.

A very gentle and soft spoken person,
Sr. Nicoletta was loved by all for her af-
fectionate and affable ways- Sisters,
staff, students, parents, workers, priests
and Government officials. A dedicated
and committed religious, prayer was her
priority and God the Centre of her life.
Her Chronic Bronchial Asthma and
wheezing left her with sleepless nights,
still she would make every effort to be
present for Morning Prayer and Mass
much to the edification of all her Sisters.
Her deep faith enabled her to surrender
every moment of her life to the Provi-
dence of God and His designs for her.

In all her undertakings, she was ever
ready to lend a helping hand to those in
need of her help. She always found her-
self in happy company of love and
friendship. She made it the endeavour
of her life, be it as a simple Sister, or as
a teacher, or headmistress, or animator
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of the Community to deal with persons
with love and respect giving them their
due dignity as precious children of God.
She was an able administrator and al-
ways encouraged her staff and students
to be competitive and to participate in
the various inter school activities and
they brought laurels to the institution.
She was an excellent and efficacious
teacher. She, with motherly love and sis-
terly affection carried out all her respon-
sibilities in the Communities of Eluru,
Vijayawada and Nidadavolu.

Sr. Nicoletta who was an embodiment
of devotion and dedication to duty, re-
ceived a rude shock when she was di-
agnosed with Cancer of the breast in
2013. She was admitted in the Good
Samaritan Cancer Hospital at
Vangaygudem and underwent Mastec-
tomy. After this she was given Chemo
and Radio therapy and she was com-
pletely cured. From then onwards she
was under medication and regular
checkups. But none of these health con-
cerns prevented her from living life to
the full and giving of her best always.

 From January 2020 she was suffering
from continuous Asthma and though in
and out of the hospital she showed very
little improvement. She was under medi-
cation of different kinds but it did not help
her out. So on 20th February she was
taken to a lung specialist who after all
the tests were done found that her lungs
were filled with fluid due to the spread
of Cancer. The biopsy confirmed the

recurrence of the cancer. Since she
needed oxygen support and further
nursing care, she was taken to Asha
Hospital, Gollapudi, where she was
taken care of round the clock with much
love and concern. With the passage of
time her breathing became more diffi-
cult. Her solid intake too had to be re-
duced.

Gradually she became weak and was
uttering irrelevant things. It seemed that
her brain too had got affected. On 2nd

June in the morning she took bad and
the Parish Priest Rev. Fr. Stephen was
called for and he prayed and blessed
her.

On 3rd June, at 7.00 a.m. as she was
sinking, all the Sisters assembled round
her in prayer. She who was eagerly
waiting for the bridegroom with lamp
alight, bid goodbye to the world silently
and serenely surrendered her beautiful
soul to the Lord of her life at 7.53 am.

The funeral Mass attended by the Sis-
ters, her relatives and friends took place
at 3.30 p.m. in the Community Chapel,
offered by Fr. Stephen, the Parish Priest,
Fr. Mesapam Gabriel, Vicar General and
three other priests related to Sr.
Nicoletta. After mass her mortal remains
were taken to the Convent cemetery and
laid to rest next to our other Sisters.

We express our sincere thanks to our
Lordship Most. Rev. Thelagathoti. Jo-
seph Raja Rao for his condolence mes-
sage, the Priests who concelebrated the
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mass, Sisters and well wishers who
shared in our sorrow. Our sincere con-
dolences to the bereaved members of
her family especially to Sr. Fathima
Pavani, her niece.  May God welcome

ADIEU TO SR. LEA PANAMKOODAN
(1945-2020)

Those who walk uprightly enter in to
peace; they find rest as they lie in death.
(Is57:2)

Once again an Angel from heaven vis-
ited the Garden of St Ann’s Family tak-
ing away our beloved Sr. Lea
Panamkoodan, a person ever bubbling
with Joy and love, to the bosom of the
Lord on 23-05-2020, at 7.30 Am. The
Family of St Ann is left in deep sense of
sadness and loss.

Sr. Lea Panamkoodan was born to late
Mr. P. P. Antony and Mrs.Thressiakutty
on 02-08-1945 at Klletumkara, Trichur,

in Irinjalakuda Diocese. She is the sec-
ond of six siblings. Her sister Lima is
our Sister in Bangalore Province.

From her childhood she loved the mas-
ter of her life so deeply, that she left her
parents and dear ones to belong to Him
forever and joined the Society of the
Sisters of St. Ann in the year 1963. She
made her First Profession in 1968 and
her Perpetual Profession in 1973. She
was a nurse by Profession and rendered
her service in St. Ann’s Hospital
Vijayawada, Tiruvur, Avanigadda,
Jaggayyapeta and Nunna.  She was
also in Prasanth Bhavan Community
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her soul into His heavenly abode and
bless her with Eternal bliss.

- Mother Ernestine Fernandes,
Provincial Superior, Sisters of

St. Ann of Providence, Gollapudi



and at Kaduppassery, Kerala.

She developed degenerative disorder of
the joints and chronic Hepatitis. She had
hyper tension too. So she was in our
Community at Ponnur taking rest from
2004, till March 2020. She was continu-
ously under medication. In the month of
March she has developed hyponatre-
mia, along with uncontrollable Diabetes
and confused mind and was admitted
in St. Ann’s Hospital Vijayawada. Sr. Lea
had MRI scan of the brain and was di-
agnosed having dementia. In addition
to all these she was having Malaria. She
was treated for all these conditions and
improved remarkably. She was given
Physiotherapy for a week and she was
fit to walk. Then she was shifted to St.
Ann’s Home, Gunadala for rest and
treatment as it was lock-down.

As a person Sr. Lea was very loving and
affectionate, compassionate and gener-
ous. She had a special concern for poor
and needy and spared no efforts in help-
ing them. In Good health and ill health
she was found cheerful and joyful al-
ways radiating joy and making every-
one feel at home in her company.

Sister was a committed religious, seri-
ous and responsible to the task assigned
to her. She was a person deeply rooted
in prayer having special love for the
Eucharistic Lord in the Blessed Sacra-
ment.

Her outstanding quality was her avail-
ability. Whenever anyone was in need

she used to be ready for any help.
Sr. Lea was also an ardent evangelizer.
She led a number of people to faith and
prepared so many to the worthy recep-
tion of the Sacraments in Ponnur and
Jaggayyapet.

On 23rd morning she got up as usual and
got ready herself for prayer and Mass.
Then she had a massive heart attack.
God gently closed her weary eyelids and
whispered “Come with me and inherit
the kingdom prepared for you...” and her
soul flew away to her creator.

Even though she was ailing she made
remarkable improvement. So her depar-
ture was sudden and it was a shock for
all of us.

Our deep sentiments of gratitude and
indebtedness to Rev. Fr. Louise Babu
Parish Priest, Ponnur, Rev. Fr. Chacko
and Rev. Fr. Jayapal for celebrating the
Holy Eucharist and accompanying our
dear Sr. Lea in her final journey with their
Prayers. We appreciate their readiness
to assist the dear departed even at this
time of lock down and other restrictions
due to Covid 19. May her soul rest in
peace.

- Sr. Ancilin Joseph SAL, Secretary to
Provincial, Prasanth Bhavan,

Carmel Nagar
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REMEMBRANCES

HAPPY BIRTHDAY : MANY RETURNS OF THE DAY

ORDINATION DAY : HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS

6th Frs. Chilukoti John Babu, Daram Sathish, Damala Bala
Yesu, Dodda Anil Kumar, Golla Suvarna Raju, Maddala
Vara Prasad, Maddala Vinay Kumar

7th Most Rev. Thelagathoti Joseph Raja Rao SMM
9th Frs. Molugumati Prakash,

Godavarthi Maria Raju, Gotru Suresh Merlo
15th Frs. Amire Ajay Kumar
10th Fr. Muvvala Prasad
26th Fr. P. Ignatius sdb
28th Frs. George Puthenpura, PIME, Arokianathan SDB
29th Frs. Boddu Anand Babu, Dasi Suresh,

Mandapati Louis Raju

DAYS TO REMEMBER IN THE MONTH OF JUNE

OBITUARY : MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

3rd Fr. Molugumati Prakash
6th Fr. Thelagathoti Paul
7th Frs. Valle Vijaya Joji Babu, S. Rajappa,

Tamalam Ravi Kumar
10th Fr. Kottoor Sebastian
15th Fr. Polimetla Christu Raju
17th Fr. Chandamala Joji
18th Fr. Dodda Anil Kumar
19th Fr. Kathula Sunil Babu
21st Fr. Kallooparampil Joseph
23rd Fr. Gorremuchu Johannes
25th Frs. Lamu Jaya Raju, Komavarapu Joseph Thambi
27th Fr. Bandi Kiran Kumar
26th Frs. Guzzula Michael, Damala BalaYesu
28th Frs. Thoppil Mathew, Mesapam Joseph

5th Fr. Moothedam Joseph (1966)
6th Fr. Makiyil Mani (1987)
14th Fr. Bortolo Galizzi PIME (1980)
16th Fr. Desenzani Deodato PIME (1960)
19th Fr. Tentorio Pio PIME (1918)
20th Fr. Bianchi Angelo PIME (1968)
22nd Fr. Corbani Angelo PIME (1984)
26th Fr. Vinci Francis PIME (2001)

IN VINCULO CHRISTI JUNE 202039



REMEMBRANCES
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DAYS TO REMEMBER IN THE MONTH OF JULY
ORDINATION DAY: HEARTY CONGRATULATIONS

11th Fr. Chinnappa S. OSB
16th Fr. G. Michael SDB
20th Fr. Francis Xavier Anthony Samy SJ
24th Frs. Kakumanu Kiran, Marri Philomin Raju,

3rd Frs. Kakumanu Sebastian, Kommathoti Joshi Anil Kumar
4th Fr. Menyam Francis Sarath Babu
6th Frs. Boddu Anand Babu, Merugumala Anil
8th Fr. Polimetla Mario Vara Prasad
9th Fr. Bavanu Vijaya Raju
10th Frs. Mandala Velangani Raju, Banka Yesobu
12th Frs. Kandula Maria Babu, Daram Nirmal Kumar
13th Fr. Merugumala Chinnappa
15th Fr. Nakka David Raju
16th Fr. Thottakara Chacko
20th Fr. Polimetla Joachim
23rd Fr. Paragati Bernard
25th Fr. Kolikepogu Anil Francis
28th Fr. Mesapam Gabriel
30th Fr. Thota Sunil Raju

HAPPY BIRTHDAY: MANY RETURNS OF THE DAY

1st Fr. K.J. Anthony (2014)

4th Fr. Thomas Kollanoor (2014)

5th Fr. Thanam Marreddy (2004)

7th Fr. Sylvio Pasquali PIME (1924)

16th Fr. Joseph Pataram (2019)

17th Fr. Fortunato De Paoli PIME (1970)

20th Frs. Thumma Albin Reddy, Katam Vijaya Kumar (2016)

22nd Fr. Yadala Balaswamy (1994)

26th Fr. Gabriele Arosio PIME (1963)

27th Br. Simon SJB (2004)

OBITUARY: MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
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